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Humanitarianism is compassion towards people in need based on the idea that every
human being is valuable. Human compassion has always been around, but formally
organized humanitarianism started in the second half of the 19th century with the Red
Cross as the most prominent example. Let’s have a look at the birth of the Red Cross in
different parts of the world and understand the internationally accepted fundamental
principles of a global relief organization.
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I was born in Switzerland and graduated from Zurich University in the field of Japanese
Studies, especially Japanese modern history. After a scholarship from MEXT for a study
abroad program at Tokyo University, I started to teach German at the Tokyo University
of Foreign Languages and later at Hiroshima University. I came to Kumamoto University
in October 2015. Presently I am a professor at the Kumamoto University Center for

International Education where we offer courses taught in English and educational
exchange programs to Japanese and international students.
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