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Evaluation Criteria for Theses in Instructional Systems Major of the Graduate School of Social
and Cultural Sciences of Kumamoto University
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As a prior condition to apply for a diploma, candidates must satisfy all the requirements for the
degree that are specified by the Graduate School of Social and Cultural Sciences of Kumamoto
University. Candidates are required to conduct their scientific research in accordance with ethical
standards.
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Evaluation Criteria for MA Theses

A master’s thesis must be independently written by the candidate based upon his or her own
research. It is judged comprehensively by the following criteria: 1. clarity of the awareness of the
problems, 2. persuasiveness of demonstration process, 3. originality of the research results, 4.
appropriateness of the expression and citation, etc.
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(Evaluation System)

The faculty meeting shall establish a thesis review committee; it shall be comprised of one main
supervisor, one sub-supervisor, and one or more professors/associate professors/instructors
(lecturers) who are related to the field of the examinee. The thesis review committee shall
conduct the thesis review, examination and consultation.
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(Evaluation Method and Items)
After the confirmation that the thesis has been written in accordance with the thesis guidelines,

the thesis review committee shall conduct a final examination by the oral defense (public
presentation), based on the above guidelines.
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Evaluation Criteria for Doctoral Dissertations

A doctoral dissertation must be independently written by the candidate based upon his or her
own research. In order to judge the independent research capability of the candidate, it is judged
on the basis of its contents by the following criteria: 1. originality of the argument, 2. steadiness
of the demonstration, 3. accuracy of the materials and adequate analysis of them, 4.
comprehensive knowledge about the candidate’s course study and the adjacent studies. 5.
reachability of the level being on a par with the preceding studies in the candidate’s course
study and the adjacent studies.
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(Evaluation System)

The faculty meeting shall establish a thesis review committee; it shall be comprised of one main
examiner, two professors/associate professors/instructors (lecturers) who are related to the field
of the examinee, and one professor/associate professor/instructor (lecturer) from other fields. The
thesis review committee shall conduct the thesis review, examination and consultation.
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(Evaluation Method and Items)

After the confirmation that the thesis has been written in accordance with the thesis guidelines,
the thesis review committee shall conduct a final examination by the oral defense (public
presentation), based on the above guidelines.



