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Thesis Review Standards for the Pharmaceutical and Life Sciences
Program at the Kumamoto University Graduate School of
Pharmaceutical Sciences

Thesis review assumes that the applicant for the degree has fulfilled the objectives for degree
conferment as stipulated by Kumamoto University and the Pharmaceutical and Life Sciences
Program of the Graduate School of Pharmaceutical Sciences. The applicant is also required to
possess an ethical mindset regarding academic research.

Master’s Thesis Review Standards

The thesis must be a logical summation by the degree applicant on pharmaceutical and life
sciences research performed by the applicant. The thesis will be reviewed as to whether it contains
universal, demonstrative, etc., academic value, or is an appropriate summation of work performed
in the field in question. The thesis will be reviewed based on the fulfillment of the following
criteria:

1. The thesis must not simply be a copy of related literature or a translation, but must contain
adequate discourse on research background, a clear research purpose, appropriate
experimental methodology, study results and their interpretation, deep discussion that
includes inquiry of existing literature, and the thesis must be of academic significance.

2. The thesis must be written in accordance with the thesis guidelines.

(Evaluation System)
The faculty meeting shall establish a thesis review committee; it shall be comprised of one main
examiner and two or more sub-examiners. The thesis review committee shall conduct the thesis
review, examination and consultation.

(Evaluation Method and Items)
After the confirmation that the thesis has been written in accordance with the thesis guidelines,
the thesis review committee shall conduct a final examination by the oral defense (public
presentation), based on the above guidelines.

Doctoral Thesis Review Standards

The thesis must be written by the degree applicant on pharmaceutical and life sciences research
performed by the applicant; it must possess academic value with regard to creativity, originality,
and solid evidence. It must also rightfully evaluate the results of preceding research and related
literature, and cite them properly. Additionally, the thesis will be reviewed based on the
fulfillment of the following criteria:

1. The thesis must not simply be a copy of related literature or a translation, but must contain
adequate discourse on research background (including facts in the literature that form the



foundation of the research), a clear research purpose and fundamental strategy, detailed
experimental methodology, study results and their interpretation, deep discussion that
includes inquiry of existing literature, proper citations of other research, and the thesis
must combine academic significance, creativity, originality, and innovation.

2. The thesis must be written in accordance with the thesis guidelines.

(Evaluation System)
The faculty meeting shall establish a thesis review committee; it shall be comprised of one main
examiner and two or more sub-examiners. The thesis review committee shall conduct the thesis
review, examination and consultation.
An academic advisor, an introductory advisor and co-authors of the paper, in principle, are not
permitted to be examiners.

(Evaluation Method and Items)
After the confirmation that the thesis has been written in accordance with the thesis guidelines,
the thesis review committee shall conduct a final examination by the oral defense (public
presentation), based on the above guidelines.



