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Evaluation Criteria for Theses in the Graduate Schools of Kumamoto University
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As a prior condition to apply for a diploma, candidates must satisfy all the requirements for the
degree that are specified by the university, the school, the department and the course. Candidates
are required to conduct their scientific research in accordance with ethical standards.
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Evaluation Criteria for MA Theses
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A master’s thesis must be independently written by the candidate based upon his or her own
research. It is judged by the following criteria: whether it possesses scientific value in terms of
universality and demonstrability, or whether it comprehensively contains the fruit of the
candidate’s course study and it is logically organized as a scientific paper.
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Evaluation Criteria for Doctoral Dissertations
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A doctoral dissertation must be independently written by the candidate based upon his or her
own research. It is judged by the following criteria: whether it possesses scientific value in
terms of originality, novelty, universality and demonstrability, and whether it is logically
organized as a scientific paper with a high degree of perfection. A doctoral dissertation must
correctly evaluate the previous works of others in the respective field and must appropriately
refer to them.
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Evaluation System, Evaluation Methods and Evaluation Items
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Evaluation System, Evaluation Methods and Evaluation Items shall be separately stipulated
based on the Rules for Degree at Kumamoto University by each graduate school.



