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oA MNelville, the Whale, and the Age of Sail

REEE

Melville’s novel "Moby-Dick; or. The Whale" (1851) is a remarkable work, whose stature in American
literature continues to grow. “Melyville challenged the form of the novel decades before James Joyce and
a century before Thomas Pynchon, ™ writes New York Times crilic Kathryn Harrison. The opening line of
the book. "Call me Ishmael” is among the most recognizable in Western Iiterature. This novel is quite
unique in style, containing various literary devices such as soliloquies. stage directions, asides, and
a most surprising sermon (Jonah and the Whale). Due to its range of topics and sprawling style, "Moby-
Dick” has a contemporary feel. Nonetheless. readers are able to view a world that remains radically
different from our own. in its views of nature, culture and society. In this course, through Melville's
prose, and with the addition of multimedia presentations, we will explore these perspectives and
examine Melvilie s intentions and novelistic aspirations.

RERNE

Key terms and concepts covered include: the significance of the sea seafaring and scafaring
technology. human rignts, social consciousness, the exploitation of natural resources, and the
evolution of American literature

Weekly syllabus. "

Weeks 1-2: Introduction to Melville's era from a seafaring perspective
Weeks 3-6: Reading of chapters 1-0. -

Week 7: Preparation for student presentations, reading of chapters 10-12.
Week 8: Mid-term presentations, reading of chapters 13-15.

Weeks 9-13: Reading of chapters 16-23.

Week 14: Preparation for student reports, reading of chapters 24-26

Week 15: Report completion and final examination, reading of chapters 27-29.

F—7— K Anmerican Literature, American Romanlicism Cultural studies, Ecocriticism Literary criticism

Literary studies

THAX b Aprinted copy of “Moby-Dick * available through Amazon (the Dover Thrift Edition is inexpensive: the
Norton Critical Edition IS reconmended), and is required. The e-book can be downloaded [reely here:
"gutenberg. org/ebooks/2701

£EX#k  Supplementary materials 1nclude "Why Read Moby-Dick? " by Nathaniel Philbrick (2011), and documentary
media [rom various sources. including online presentations.

FHE 77 % ?gad?s wllltbe determined by 35% class participation and quizzes, 40% homework, 25% completion of

inal report.

BiELoizS
Regular altendance is important to this class.

AR Readings and audio/video media given as homework need to be thoroughly studied prior to each class;
this includes a comprehensive understanding of new vocabulary.

iR Please review all materials presented in each class, and engage in self-directed independent study.

in order to further comprehend class material.
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