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ABSTRACT
PLANNING FOR REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT BY THE PROMOTION OF
AMENITY MIGRATION AND ENDOGENOUS FACTORS

By
Vu Nam

1. Introduction of the research

The Purposes of the research

Regional and rural development is considered as an important issue in many
countries in the world, especially in the era of globalization. Each country or each
region has attempted to make specific development policies depended its own regional
characteristics and resources. The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship
between exogenous and endogenous development factors in regional development
through the promotion of amenity migration and the adoption of One Village One
Product (OVOP) movement in generating local amenities. The question is why amenity
migration and OVOP movement are chosen in this study and their combination is
necessary for regional development. Through the case study of Sapa Hill Station in the
North of Vietnam, the study explained that in the era of globalization and international
integration, the combination between exogenous and endogenous factors will bring a
comprehensive development to region because each of them has its own limitations or
negative impacts if not be combined with the other. While amenity migration, which has
become a global phenomenon, is considered as exogenous factors and contributing to
regional development by creating job, preventing depopulation, developing
infrastructures, its negative impacts might come from the damage of natural landscapes
and environment, leakage of income and local residents might be driven out their usual
living places. To eliminate these negative impacts, the promotion of endogenous factors
such as the participation of local community in development process or the utilization of
other local resources is essential.

In the background of a developing country like Vietnam, amenity migration is
studied as a new trend of tourism and the purpose of the study is to find out a
sustainable and harmonized development model for a rich amenity mountainous region

like Sapa hill station.

Research issues
In regional development, the final purpose of regional development is to bring

socio-economic development effects to the local community. Therefore, in this study,



the research issues are focused on how to develop a mountainous community in a
developing country like Vietnam when it is facing with many issues ranging from the
low level of education, economic dependence on single industries such as agriculture or
tourism, lack of affordability within community and loss of community characters. The
research questions are how to narrow the gap between the development in Sapa town as
a famous tourism destination and its surrounding local communities, and how to bring
the benefits from tourism and amenity migration to local communities. In addition, the
research questions also explore how the communities in the vicinities of Sapa town
create tourism amenities, what model should be developed to appeal amenity migrants
and how to manage the effects of amenity migration through the application OVOP
movement and planning strategies.

Research methods

To solve the research issues above, some research methods are utilized in this study
such as literature review, questionnaire survey, semi-structure interview and site visits.
While literature review provides a detailed background source of information about the
research issues and enables the researcher become familiar with the subjects,
questionnaire survey provides the research specific data and information about the case
study of Sapa hill station to illustrate the reviewed theories. Site visits or interviews can

provide information that might not be obtained from questionnaire survey.

2. Main contents of the research

Besides the introduction of the study in chapter 1 as summarized above, the main
contents of the study are presented from chapter 2 to chapter 5.

Chapter 2:

The main contents of chapter 2 are literature reviews of tourism and amenity
migration in the aspect of regional development. The phenomenon of amenity migration
has appeared in North America and Europe for decades but a recent phenomenon in
Asia countries, including Japan. The study also discusses the difference between
amenity migration in the West (Europe and North America) and Asian countries. While
the phenomenon of amenity migration in the West is mostly related to the relocation and
settlement in rural and mountainous areas of city dwellers, the amenity migration in

Asian countries in the study is seen as a new tourism trend which in recent years



originated from the change in purposes of tourism as well as the change in values of life
in modern society. The emergence of the notions of lifeware, lifeware industry or green
life is an example of this change. For this reason, the objects of amenity migration might
include a larger group of amenity migrants such as repeaters, second-home owners,
long-stay tourists and amenity movers. Next, the chapter also reviewed the role of
amenity migration in regional and rural development as well as steps of amenity
migration planning. There are some positive impacts from amenity migration to rural
areas such as the infusion of new economic and infrastructure development, economic
diversity and prosperity, new job opportunities, low rates of out-migration or
depopulation etc. However, the local community needs to plan for amenity migration to
gain these effectives and to eliminate some negative impacts that might occur due to
uncontrollable amenity migration. Although, the contents of amenity migration in the
West and Asian countries are partly different, methods for planning and appealing
amenity migrants and tourists are defined unchanged. Finally, amenity migration related
study fields such as second-home tourism, long-stay tourism, lifestyle entrepreneurs,
life-ware industry, green-tourism were also reviewed in order to explain clearer about
the characteristics of amenity migration phenomenon and its concerns. The review of
amenity migration trend in Japan is an example of amenity migration trend in Asia,
which is more diversified than that in the West, with the promotion of Furusato
movement or the development of the market of two regions residents in domestic scale
and the phenomenon of lifestyle migration and retirement migration in international
scale. The demand of amenity migrant is not only about living in rich amenity places
but also about interacting with local communities and experiencing new lifestyles. This
trend of amenity migration is creating chances for local communities to participate in

tourism and amenity migration development process.

Chapter 3:

The main contents of chapter 3 emphasize on the role of endogenous factors in
regional development through OVOP movement in Japan in the relationship with
amenity migration. The chapter also discusses why the combination between amenity
migration and endogenous factors is necessary in the era of globalization. The principles

of OVOP movement are not new and already mentioned in endogenous development



researches. However, almost of researches and projects relating OVOP movement were
only focusing on the promotion of tangible products, the promotion of intangible
products or local amenities has not been deeply studied and therefore this chapter
mainly emphasizes on analyzing the role of OVOP movement in creating local
amenities. The necessity of the combination between OVOP movement and amenity
migration is manifested in some contents. Firstly, amenity migration and OVOP has a
same purpose. The final purpose of both OVOP movement and amenity migration is
bringing life satisfaction for local communities and tourists or amenity migrants.
Secondly, this combination is said to eliminate negative impacts of amenity migration
and remove recent difficulties of OVOP movement. In other words, it reflects harmony
combinations for regional development, especially in the background of globalization.
Those are the combinations between endogenous and exogenous factors, between
economic and social developments, natural and cultural values, and between
development and preservation. Additionally, the requirement for the combination
between endogenous and exogenous factors is also clearly revealed through the stages
of regional tourism development in Japan in recent decades. Finally, this chapter
surveys the role of traditional handicraft in creating local amenities and appealing
tourists. Traditional handicraft products are not only objects for daily life but also
containing local lifestyle, spiritual and cultural values. The reference of craft tourism
village model which is described as the success of OVOP movement in Thailand is also

presented in this part.

Chapter 4.

This chapter aims at illustrating theories of amenity migration and regional
development in previous chapters by the case study of Sapa hill station in the north of
Vietnam. The chapter is started with the overviews of hill stations in Vietnam and Sapa.
Through analyzing the causes of the formation of Sapa hill station, the study proves that
amenity migration was the key reason led to the formation of so-called hill station in
South Asia and this phenomenon had appeared in the colonial time before becoming
socialized in Northern America in the late 1960s. After a long time forgotten and
heavily damaged by wars and limitations of centralized economy in Vietnam, Sapa hill

station was revitalized due to the economic renew policies and the development of



tourism industry from the beginning of 1990s. After analyzing of present situation of
tourism development in Sapa and phenomenon of amenity migration in Sapa,
questionnaire survey was conducted to evaluate amenities and trends of amenity
migration in Sapa through comments of visitors who have travel experiences in Sapa.
The emphasis is placed on potentials of traditional handicrafts and craft tourism as a
cultural amenity of local communities. Based on the results obtained from the survey,
analysis is conducted into 4 main contents. These contents are natural amenity
evaluation, cultural amenity evaluation, evaluation of craft tourism potentials and
personal information. In summary, the surveys show that Sapa hill station and its vicinities
with plenty of natural amenities, the attraction of indigenous cultural values and traditional
handicraft of ethnic minority groups are appealing visitors and amenity migrants. However,
the unbalanced development between central area (Sapa town) and its vicinities is causing
many social problems such as child labor abuse or traditional handicraft identity loss. The
participation of local communities is rather blurred and they only play an informal role in
tourism development process. All most of benefits from tourism and amenity migration are
going into metropolitan tourism company and foreign tourism investors in Sapa.
Additionally, local government in Sapa is lack of an effective tool to control and ensure a
sustainable development like a detailed plan or strategy for tourism and amenity migration.
The question discussed is how to appeal amenity migrants to the vicinities of Sapa town

where ethnic minority groups are residing.

Chapter 5:

Chapter 5 emphasizes on discussions, implications and conclusion of the research.
The conduction of chapter 5 is based on the theory researches and data from
questionnaire survey and field researches in case-study of Sapa hill station in previous
chapters. Firstly, the chapter evaluates the trend of amenity migration in Sapa through
the survey results in chapter 4. The evaluations and findings show that although amenity
migration has not become a social phenomenon like in some developed countries, this
phenomenon might have occurred for the first time in colonial time when French
bureaucrats and affluent Vietnamese built their villas and second homes in Sapa and
brought their families there to aestivate during summer months. At present, this
phenomenon has been reemerging with the increasing number of intermittent visitors,

bungalows renters, lifestyle entrepreneurs and second home owners, and now it is reflecting



a new trend in tourism in Vietnam.

The implications of the utilization of endogenous factors to promote local amenities are
given with the emphasis on measures to develop craft tourism as local cultural amenity and
model of tourism villages to appeal amenity migrants. The model of tourism village is the
utilization and combination of all local amenities and tourism resources such as climate,
landscapes, traditional handicrafts and cultures, local specialties. However, the major
challenge for endogenous development in Sapa is how to mobilize the participation of local
communities in development projects for their ethnic diversity, difference in languages and
low level of education. In OVOP movement, the principle of Human Resource
Development is the third principle, however, this should be considered as the first principle
in the case of Sapa. Therefore, at the beginning stage, beside the official supports from local
governments, the participation of travel agents and NPOs is necessary in training and
guiding local communities in order to they can involve actively in development activities.
In other words, the involvement of exogenous factors is essential and especially amenity
migrants might play a positive role in accelerating regional revitalization. Some specific
guides for promoting tourism villages such as creating networks or regional branding as
well as perspectives of amenity migration to Sapa are presented in the last part of

implications.

3. Conclusion:

The results of this study are to contribute the knowledge about amenity migration and
regional development theory, especially the emphasis is placed on the role of amenity
migration, which is considered as an exogenous factor, and its combination with OVOP
movement, a typical movement of endogenous development in Japan, in developing
mountain communities. While in previous researches, exogenous and endogenous
development theories were usually studied separately, in this study, these two development
theories are combined and their interrelationship in regional development is illustrated in
the case study of Sapa hill station and its environs in the north of Vietnam. Sapa hill station
is a famous mountainous tourism destination in Vietnam but its development has resulted
unsustainable factors and amenity migration is hoped to bring a new perspective for local
community development. The study also develops a new approach of regional development
by defining that the final purpose of regional development is bringing LOHAS and life

satisfaction to both local residents and amenity migrants, not limited in economical effects./.
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